
Regional Service Council Minutes 

Region # 15       

 
Meeting Date:   March 20, 2013 

    

Meeting Location:  Ripley County DCS 

   

 

Council Members Present: 

Gary Keith, Director; Jamie Borgman, Director; Nichole Lohrig, Supervisor;  

Amy Phillips, Foster/Adopt Parent; Michelle Smith, Supervisor; Steven Cruse, 

FCM, Jessica Archer, FCM 

 

Council Members Present by proxy: 

Dena Steiner for Judge Humphrey 

 

Council Members Absent: 

Barbara Bowling, Regional Manager; Sandra Ante, Director; Michelle Russell, 

Director; Chad Lewis, Prosecutor 

 

Others In Attendance:  

Bob Daugherty, Regional Finance Manager, Micci Frye, Regional Services 

Coordinator; Teresa Nobbe, Secretary; Providers: Norm Smith, WERNLE;  

Donyell Evans, CHOICES; Paul Stanley, WERNLE; Sue Fisher, Pathways; Rob 

Atchison, Youth Villages; Angela Ray, Family Time 

 

Meeting Minutes 
 

Meeting Called to Order at:  10:00 a.m. 

 

 

I. Roll Call – Gary Keith called meeting to order and asked everyone to 

introduce themselves. 

 

II. Approval of January 2013 RSC Minutes 

A. Michelle Smith made Motion to approve; Nichole Lohrig Second; 

all in favor. 

 

 



III. Programs/Committee Reports 

 

A. Community Partners – Sue Fisher 

1. Handout – Report of contracts along with goals and results and 

amounts rewarded.   

2. Prevention – 6 ½ full time staff.  Staff carries 19 cases each with 

the Coordinator carrying 10 for a total of 300 families served per 

year.  Would like to see an increase in referrals from Ripley 

County. 

B. Regional Services Coordinator – Micci Frye – 

Scoring completed on the Comprehensive Proposals.  The 

following votes were taken: 

1. Youth Villages – Evidentiary Family Restoration – Nichole Lohrig 

made motion to approve; Jessica Archer second; all in favor. 

2. Centerstone – FCT – Michelle Smith made motion to approve; 

Steve Cruse second; all in favor. 

3. Dockside – TF-CBT – Steve Cruse made motion to approve; Jamie 

second; all in favor. 

4. Jefferson County Youth Shelter – MI – Michelle Smith made 

motion to approve; Nichole second – all in favor. 

5. George Junior Republic – TF-CBT/MI – Amy Phillips made a 

motion to approve;  Jessica Archer second; all in favor. 

6. Lifeline – MI & TF-CBT/MI – Steve Cruse made motion to 

approve; Jessica Archer second; all in favor. 

Community Home-based RFP’s are closed.  Scoring to be 

completed and will vote at next RSC meeting. 

Community Partners RFP closed.  Scoring needs completed. 

Homebuilders – posted on the website as to which regions will use 

C. Foster Care Specialist – Michelle Smith 

1. Cindi Wagner, Switzerland FCM, was hired as the new Relative 

Care Specialist.  She is to support relative placements.   

2. Emily Hankins was promoted to the Supervisor of Regions 15 and 

12.  Sara Middendorf, Foster Care Specialist from Region 9, took 

Emily’s place and is based in Decatur County. 

3. Reminder:  Foster Parent Appreciation Event – Picnic at Versailles 

State Park on June 1
st
. 

4. Amy Phillips has had several foster parents contact her and asked 

that she convey to the Regional Service Council that there is a need 

for respite and they should not be made to feel bad about asking 



for it.  Michelle Smith stated there have been several requests for 

respite recently but will have management address with staff. 

 

IV. NEW BUSINESS 

A. Candlelight Vigils will occur in each county statewide on April 

16
th
 at 7 pm.  Invitations will be sent to county stakeholders, agencies, 

etc.  Locations are as follows:  Dearborn/Ohio:  Newton Park, 

Lawrenceburg;  Decatur:  DCS Office; Jefferson/Switzerland: 

Broadway Fountain, Madison; Ripley:  DCS Office 

B. Provider Fair – Barb does not have a date or location, but in 

September One Community One Family will be hosting with 

collaboration from DCS. 

 

Next Meeting Date, Location and Time:  

 

May 15, 2013  /  Ripley County DCS  /  10 a.m.      

  

 

Meeting Adjourned at:  10:30 a.m. 

 

Amy Phillips Motioned to adjourn; Jessica Archer Second; all in favor.   
 

 
 


